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ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE ideas contained in the following 
Letter, may appear to create a Being, 
which ſeems to have been wanting 
| i hitherto for the ſervice of the Public; 1 
therefore haſten to give him birth. If he 
could not anſwer expectation, the Public 
; | will excuſe the impertinence of the ad- 
dreſs, from the motive which occaſions 
1 it, namely, its own utility, proceeding 
from the principle of the moſt unbound- | 
ed philanthrophy. 


r 
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PER VARIOS CASUS, PER TOT DISCRIMINA RERUM- 


E is ſaid to be a wiſe child who knows 

his own father: he certainly is an un- 
happy one who knows neither his father nor 
his mother: and ſuch may be the caſe of an 
infant carried abroad in the womb, and aban- 
doned by his parents in a foreign land. Such 
A being i is properly a citizen of the world; and 


A 4 one 


- 


CO 


one of the moſt miſerable in it. He is ina 


ſtate of nature, and ſeems to have a right to 
take up his dwelling where he will 


„The world is all before him, where to fix 
* His place of reſt, and providence his guide. 


If this obſervation ſhould prevent curioſity, it 


will anſwer the end for which it is made. 
With the tender and the delicate it will, and 
with thoſe, who renounce and diſclaim all pre- 
tenfions to ſentiment and delicacy, it muſt 
take its chance. But to purſue a ſeries of re- 
flections which ariſe from it. To what a 
ſtrange viciſſitude in human life muſt ſuch a 


being be expoſed! They, who have ſeen. the 

ſea in a ſtorm, can alone form a juſt notion 
how ſuch. an. individual may be buffetted by. 
fortune. Sometimes his. bark finking under 
the billows, and overwhelmed . by mountains 

of misfortunes, 18 loſt to all human appear- 
ance ; till riſing again, glides ſmoothly for a 


time 


N 


to 
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time with a favourable gale in the ſunſhine, 


Warn I got myſelf initiated in the ſecrets 
of Egyptian knowledge, « on the banks of the 
Nile, I thought my fortune made by be- 
ing able to tell the ladies theirs: but though 
truth ſeldom leads to it, as I am come here 


to ſpeak nothing elſe, I will tell it at preſenr, 


and very candidly confeſs, that, upon that 
ſubject I know nothing at all. Could I amaſs 
as much gold as would raiſe to my memory 
a monument as large as the largeſt pyramid, 
I am ſure I could draw no inward conſolation 
from that maxim, which brings fo much to. 
others; gui vult decipi, decipiatur. I therefore 
openly diſclaim all pretenſions to being à for- 
tune teller, and hope that neither the public 


nor that amiable part of the creation, to whoſe 


ſervice my labours will be more particularly 
dedicated, will let me ſuffer ; in their opinion; 


* 


When 


(no ) 
when T preſent myſelf to them as a fortune- 
maker or mender, under the character of L'ami 
des hommes, or the Univerſal Friend. 


az man, who has his underſtanding en- 
lightened, and who has gained his knowledge 
by a long experience :—who has an inex- 
hauſtible ſource of philanthrophy at the bot- 
tom of his heart ;—who has no connections to 
warp his judgment, or bias him in the 
advice he gives: and to whom even the per- 
ſons of thoſe, who come to conſult him, 
muſt be unknown, and conſequently he him- 
ſelf unmoved by all thoſe paſſions, which 
_ ariſe from a partial intereſt: —ſuch a man 
certainly may be ' conſulted ſafely as a 
Human Oracle: expoſed indeed ſometimes to 
errors in judgment from the weakneſs of hu- 
manity and of the head; but never from the 
depravity and corruption of the heart. 


War 


viſer, their genius and their friend. 


(cn) 


 Wnar then the gentlemen of the robe, the 
moſt wiſe and moſt illuminated body of men | 
of their profeſſion upon earth, are to people 
in particular caſes and circumſtances; I would 
endeavour to be to them in all heir ad- 


1 ** i 
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Howvrx unfortunate I have always been 
myfelf; as it will be my laſt, fo it will be my 
greateſt conſolation, if I can become uſeful 
to thoſe who are ſo; by caufing them to avoid 
by my experience, thoſe ſhoals and quick- 
ſands, upon which T have been ſtranded; 
and if I can make them eſcape thoſe errors 


in the maze and labyrinth of human life, 


which I have always very unfortunately back- 


ward trod, whilſt I have been ſtudiouſly en- 


deavouring to ſhun them. The unfortunate 
then, may come to me, as to their friend; 


without any other motive than that of being 


defirous to lay open their ſores. —I will pour | 


— 


1 


| dt leaſt the oil of conſolation into their 
| wounds: and perhaps I may be ſo happy 


as to awaken in them ſome honeſt means, 
from whence they may draw reſources, which 
may relieve their indigence; and I hope 


| | among the cargo of experience, which I of- 
; fer to diſtribute for the benefit of the public, 
| will be found at leaſt, ſome antidotes againſt 
the numberleſs evils which flow from Pan- 
| dora's box, | 
C | _ SiLver and gold I have none; but ſuch as 
1 T have, I am come to offer to the public, 
| my experience; my knowledge; my time; 
| my pains; my affections; and, in a word, my 
| | whole ſelf. —There are certain teſtimonies of 
1 our benevolence, and the intereſt we take in 
; | behalf of others, which have a greater effect, 
1 and are more effentially uſeful, than any 
1 thing elſe we might have in our power to 
beſtow. How many are fick, what numbers 
are 


8 
are unhappy, who have more occaſion for con- 


ſolation than for charity | and the oppreſſed | 
have frequently more need of protection than 


of money. To reconcile then, thoſe that 
diſagree: to lead parents to indulgence, and 
children to obedience: to promote domeſtic 
happineſs, and a happy union between thoſe 
who ſeek it by diſcreet and prudential means : 
to prevent vexations: to employ all my time 
in exciting acts of juſtice and humanity : i 
ſhort, to be, if poſſible, eyes to the vale 
and feet to the lame: ſuch :—fuch are the 
ends which I have in view; and in which, 1 
flatter myſelf, I ſhall not altogether miſcarry. 
There is nothing ſo difficult, which foreſight, 


prudence, ſecrecy, experience, and diſcretion, 


are not able to ſurmount and overcome.—A 
happy thought ;—a letter or a line wrote 
apropos :—nay, even a word may diſpel perſonal 
prejudice, which ſeldom fails to return with 
accumulated weight upon the appearance of 


the | 


E 
the object, which at firſt occaſioned it. A judi- 
cious propoſal; a ſeaſonable ſubmiſſion, a ſincere 
explanation of a miſplaced word, or of an inad- 


vertant action, when coolneſs and reaſon have 
ſucceeded to warmth and paſſion, Theſe are the 


means, and ſuch as theſe, by which I pro poſe 
to obtain thoſe ends. 


I Hoes that here I ſhall not be thought to be 
infringing upon the province of the moſt vener- 
able, the moſt exemplary, the moſt reſpectable, 
and moſt learned body of men, which ever adorned 
any Country upon earth : to co-operate with them 
in their pious endeavours ; and to follow their 
example, though as the child Aſcanius did his 
father, non paſſibus æquis, ſurely cannot give of- 
fence. Thoſe gentlemen merit, and therefore 
ought to attract, our ſtricteſt imitation : they 
claim our reſpect; our veneration: and to be con- 
vinced that they do ſo, we need only look around 
us, and compare our clergy with thoſe of all ſects 

| and 


4 

and of all denominations who live beyond the limits 
of theſe kingdoms, and we ſhall find, that ignor- 
ance, pride and immorality are the diſtinguiſh- 
ing characteriſtics of a ſet of men, who would 
be of all others the moſt deſpicable, if they did 
not rather move our compaſſion than our con- 


Ac Alx, among the opulent and the rich there are 
ſituations and circumſtances ſo very delicate and 
intereſting as to make them deſirous of hearing, 
if not the advice, at leaſt the opinion of another, 
and of knowing what another may ſay about 
any particular affair; but know not to 
whom to have recourſe —An enterprize to 
be undertaken; a ſpeculation to be carried into 
execution: to ſucceed in either, demands very 
frequently the moſt inviolable ſecrecy. To whom 
then to apply, in whom to confide; there is the 
difficulty. Is a relation or an acquaintance to be 
truſted? It may be in them we may come a- croſs 
a rival in our projects and deſigns; and may di- 

1 vulge 


1 


vulge at the very moment we think we are con- hs 
fiding our ſecret. " 
TERRE are multitudes of people who are engag- A 

ed in diſputes, and entangled in law-ſuits ; and 6: 
who wearied and tiredout with the ſtudied delays = 
wi 


of thoſe, who have charged themſelves with their 
concerns, may have an inclination to know, what 
ſuch a perſon as myſelf may think of their affairs : 


1 | and very happy ſhould I be, if my thoughts or my 
[| advice might be the means of extricating them. 
i However I muſt take this opportunity to declare, 
that I hate all ſort of chicanery, and deteſt even 


the ſhadow of it. Aſter this declaration they may 


come to me, if they pleaſe, and we ſhall try what p 

may be done without it ; for I have a remedy, and 

| thou gh it is not an infallible one, is ſeldom or never 5 
| known to fail at the laſt. —It is drawn from a max- J 
| im held ſacred and in the higheſt veneration, by : 
| our great oracles of the law, who join to the pro- 


foundeſt 
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n 
foundeſt wiſdom the ſtricteſt integrity; and which 


is magna eft veritas, et prævalebit. 


Auoxò the beſt bred people, there may be thoſe 
to whom ſuch an eſtabliſhment may be of private 
ſervice. It is impoſſible for nature to be endowed 


with more prudence ; adorned with more wit; or 


embelliſhed with finer thoughts than great numbers 


of the fair-ſex: and who may be utterly incapable 
to reduce them into order, or to harmonize them, 
if the expreſſion may be allowed, at a moment 
when connexions are to be formed upon which 
their happineſs may depend: and who, for rea- 
ſons very apparent, would chuſe to propoſe them 
to ſuch a perſon as is deſcribed at the beginning of 
this letter; not from a principle of diſobedience; 
rather than to a relation or friend. Upon ſuch 
occaſions there is a certain delicacy; a repugnance, 
a Je ne ſcai quoi which ſeizes the heart and ſtaggers 
all reſolution. —To me they may come in the 
ſtricteſt incognito, and with the utmoſt freedom: 
B they 


( 18 ) 
they may bring their thoughts with them, rough 
upon paper, like diamonds out of the mine ; or 
without the leaſt ceremony or reſtriction the mouth 
may utter them warm from the heart; and we will 


give them fuch a poliſh; ſuch a turn and caſt, as F 


circumſtances may require and prudence warrant. 


In ſhort to me they may come, without making 
themſelves known, if they think proper, and with- 


out giving any other eclairciſẽments than are ne- 


| ceſſary to place the buſineſs in a juſt and true 
light. 


From hence it muſt appear that this undertak- 
ing engroſſes more objects than might be at firſt 
imagined; and that a Univerſal Friend may be of 
general uſe: and even upon plans of deſired 
economy abroad, he may be conſulted, and may be 
found to be of ſervice; having every informa- 
tion and all the intelligence neceſſary to point out, 
zwhere, and how, and upon what terms the deſired 


end is moſt likely to be obtained. 
5 FROM 


. . 


JM 


( WF. 
From eight o'clock in the morning till two, my 
head and hand are at the ſervice of the Public, 
and from four till eight in the afternoon ; when 


| perſons of all ranks and denominations may have 


recourſe to a ſure and confidential friend: and 
could I be that Univerſal one, of which I have 

aſſumed the denomination, I ſhould think my- 
ſelf richer than a Crœſus, though labouring un- 
der the poverty of a Job. I may adopt without 
vanity a character drawn by Mr. Gray. 


Large is my bounty, and my ſoul fincere : 
Wou'd Heaven a recompence as largely fend. 
Pl give to Mis'ry all I have, a tear: 

I'd gain from Heaven, it's all I want, —a friend. 


As to what I expect in return from the Public, 
I will ſpeak very plainly upon that head, I ex- 
pect my ſupport from it. I expect at the ſame 
time, that every perſon's gratitude ſhould be 
limited very ſtrictly by their abilities; and that 
every act of generoſity ſhall be void of all oſten- 


tation 


B 2 


„„ ; 
tation. I ſhould be grieved to receive the mite 
of the widow, which might be wanted by the 
fatherleſs at home : for ſhould I want it myſelf, 
I doubt not but I ſhould find a friend, which is 
all I wiſh. Let her come then to me with chear- 
fulneſs and confidence; and ſhe will be re- 
ceived with kindneſs and affection. Let her 
pour out her ſorrows to me; and if my councils 
ſhould wipe them away from her heart; they 
will do me injuſtice who think, that, more than 
my inward ſatisfaction, I ſhall want any re- 


ward. 


Every perſon has a natural propenſity tore- 
count his ſtory ; an itching to tell his tale; and 
if they will call upon me, I ſhall give them the 
hearing, and perhaps not a uſeleſs one, with : 
pleaſure, For as moſt people are apt to fall in- 
to digreſſions upon ſuch occaſions quite foreign 
to the ſubject, and which make them loſe ſight 
of their buſineſs ; I may ſtop them when they 


COMme 


„„ BY 
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come at it; may make them remark it; and fix 


their attention upon it; and thus whilſt they are 
imagining that they are informing me of their 
buſineſs, I may, to their great ſurpriſe, ſhew 
them what it really and eſſentially is. | | 


WHAT my deſtiny may be preparing for me 


under this character, time alone can determine. 
If I reap from the employment of every mo- 
| ment of mine ſufficient to ſupport life with de- 
cency for the public good, is all I deſire and if 


my exiſtence is found by experience to produce 


_ that good, it will be the intereſt of the Public as 
well as my own, to prolong it; yet however it 
may happen, I have ſuch ſort of feelings about 


my heart, as ſeem to preſage ſucceſs ; for to the 


honour of this country be it ſaid, that whenever 
virtuous ends are purſued by virtuous means, 


_ encouragement never fails to accompany the at- 
tempt. 


Taz UnivensAL Farenv, : 
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P. S. As the apartments I have taken may be 
at too great a diſtance to many who might be 
willing to have my advice; and more eſpecially 

as it may happen, that I may be engaged when 
they come, for I ſhall make it an invariable rule 
to receive people in the order they preſent them- 
ſelves without any exce ption whatever, and 
only a ſingle perſon at a time; it might ſpare 
many perſons the inconveniency of returning ; 

and me, the mortification of ſending them away 
without ſeeing them ; if they would favour me 
with a letter by the Penny-poſt, which ſhall be 
immediately anſwered. Or if their buſineſs is 
too preſſing to admit of ſuch a delay ; or if it 

will take up a good deal of time to explain and 
go through with; by ſending a ſervant with | 
card, an interview ſhall be fixed upon agreeable 

| to deſire; even if it ſhould be required out of 


te: uſual hours of bulinels. 0 1. 
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